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Our theme for this year is
ACT! EMPOWER! FLOURISH!
Dear Parents,
It has been wonderful having our juniors back at school. They have settled
back into the school routine so well and seem very excited and happy to be
back. They have had very calm and settled starts each morning, and played
beautifully with each other, which their teachers are very impressed by.
Miss D was telling me that she was talking to one of the students just as
the 8.55 a.m. bell went on Wednesday. When she turned around to begin,
all the children had already got themselves into a circle ready to start the
morning with the usual welcome circle routine - and that was only the
second day back! The children have grown so much and are displaying
such wonderful independence. They are changing their own readers and
doing all the morning jobs needed to be ready to start the day all by
themselves. Fantastic effort by all.

We can’t wait for our 3 - 6s to be back on June 9th!

Our drop off and pick up system is working pretty well. Of course it will get more
congested as we include our years 3 - 6s in the mix but I think it will work OK. We
will have to ask for your patience and care not to block Herlihys Rd as our numbers
increase. Here is a reminder for what we need you to do to help our system work as
best it can:



Please drop off students between 8.30 – 8.55 a.m. in Herlihys Rd. All children must enter via the
school gates into the yard each morning. The staff car park is never to be used for the purpose of
dropping children off to school, either by foot or in a car. Parents are not permitted to come into
the school grounds or congregate at the front gates. Please remember 1.5 m social distancing at all
times.



Pick up children by driving into the school grounds – but please do not get out of your car. Simply
drive down in front of the long wooden verandah and we will usher the children into your vehicle.
Patience will be required as we establish a safe system.



If your children usually walk home or meet you out in Herlihys Rd, you are still very welcome to get
your children to continue with this practice. We just ask you to be aware that where you are
parking in the street to collect your child, does not cause a problem with the flow in and out of the
school grounds.



If you are walking to the school to collect your child we ask you to only come into the school office
and we will bring your child up to the office for you.



If you have children in the junior building or the junior and senior building, and are driving into the
school to collect them, you are welcome to pick up your children from 3.30 p.m. (3.15 on
Wednesday)



If you have children in years 3 - 6 only (no juniors) and are driving into the school to collect them, it
would be great if you could hold off until 3.35p.m. (3.20p.m. on Wednesdays) to drive into the
school, so we do not have everyone trying to get in at once. We have been managing to get the
junior families in and out in about 5 minutes so it would really help to ease congestion if you are
able to accommodate.

WRITTEN REPORTS AND INTERVIEWS:
Written reports will be sent home to all families in Week 2 of Term 3. We have delayed the sending out of
our reports in order that we can collect some valuable data about student achievement and progress once
they have returned to school. We have also scheduled our Parent/Student/Teacher interviews for early
Term 3 in a hope that we will be able to meet with parents face to face at school. If we are still not able to
do face to face interviews at the time we have scheduled we will organise google meets with families to
do our interviews online.
2021 ENROLMENTS:
If you are aware of anyone who has a child starting prep next year, please encourage them to contact us
for an enrolment pack. If you have a child starting school next year - feel free to access the enrolment form
on our website or send me an email and I can send it to you.

STAFF REFLECTIONS ON LEARNING/TEACHING FROM HOME:
STAFF REFLECTION FROM MR CON
One thing that is great about doing my school lessons at home…
I find I am more in the zone at home, especially when planning. I’ve also enjoyed the time to create themed learning
planners for the students of Middle School.
One thing I do not like about doing my school lessons at home…
I rely heavily on emails and Google Meets to communicate with people, my eyes get so tired looking at a screen for
most part of my day.
One thing about school that I miss…
I miss the face to face contact with people, especially when having a laugh with them - it’s therapeutic!
One question I want to ask my students right now is…
How are you feeling about going back to school?
One thing I have really learned well this week....
I have learnt our kids have demonstrated bucket loads of resilience with ‘Home Learning’ and that they look forward
to the simpler things of life - like seeing a friend or cousin.
The funniest thing that happened or was said at home this week…
Parents sharing they have had enough of their kids and they don’t know how we do the job of teaching! I especially
like the video clip sent to us about parents breaking down after teaching their kids for a week - thanks Gina Zammit
for sharing the link with the teachers of St Kevin’s!
The funniest meme I have seen this week...

FUNNY HOME PHOTOS, STORIES AND REFLECTIONS:
If you are able to take some photos of your family undertaking “Home Learning” and are happy to share a
funny story or answer some of the following reflective questions we would love to include them in our
fortnightly newsletter. Here are some questions you could answer:
One thing that is great about doing my school lessons at home…
One thing I do not like about doing my school lessons at home…
One thing about school that I miss…

One question I want to ask my teacher right now is…
One thing I have really learned well this week….
The funniest thing that happened or was said at home this week…
The funniest meme I have seen this week…(make sure it is appropriate for school)
Please email your photos and funny stories, reflections or question answers to Frances on
principal@sktemplestowelr.catholic.edu.au
Alyssa having a ball doing maths last week and making a mess of the kitchen!

Some photos of Junior D students having fun making their collage art!

QUEEN’S BIRTHDAY PUBLIC HOLIDAY:
Don’t forget the Queen’s Birthday public holiday falls on Monday June 8th. There is no school for
students on this day and our before and after school care will not be operating.
TERM 3 DATES:
13th July
14th July

Term 3 commences for all students at 8.55 a.m.
School Advisory board Meeting 7.30 p.m. (TBA)

All dates on our school calendar on our website and on our school app have
been postponed, cancelled or are on hold at the moment.
Please make sure you have downloaded our school app, as we will use it to
send important notifications and information regarding the current situation
and new dates once we are advised about regulations.
Kindest regards
Frances Matisi
Principal

DON’T FORGET TO FOLLOW US AND LIKE US ON FACEBOOK AND TWITTER!
Our school app is finally up and running on apple devices. If you already had the app you will need to make sure that it
has been updated to the latest version. If you don't already have it you can download it here:
St Kevin's Apple App - https://apps.apple.com/us/app/st-kevins-lower-templestowe/id875118272?ls=1
The app will still continue to work on Android devices.

CSEF – Please note: if you have had a change in circumstances and now have a Healthcare Card you may be eligible for the
CSEF payment.
Criteria is:
Healthcare Card or concession must be valid on first day of Term 2.
Payments amounts for 2020 are:
 $125 per year for eligible primary school students
Payments are made directly to the school and are tied to the student.
 You may be eligible if the parent/carer’s concession card is assessed as valid on the first day of Term 2.
Application forms
Schools are able to accept and process applications up until the end of term 2 each year.
Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund application form (pdf - 441.28kb)
Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund application form (docx - 246.19kb)

MESSAGE FROM FATHER GERRY

News from St Kevin’s
Parish
How are we all coping with the easing of
restrictions?
We are pleased to announce that we have received official guidelines from our Archbishop giving
approval that we can now have up to 20 people attending Masses. Here at St Kevin’s, Mass will
be celebrated on Tuesday and Thursday mornings at 9.15am until we receive further notice.
In the meantime, please feel free to take a look at our website: https://www.stkevinsparish.org.au/
It contains lots of information regarding all aspects of our Parish and all that we have to offer.
With our unexpected world situation, we are all asked to adhere to the safety regulations of the
newly coined term ‘Social Distancing’. However, we are still wanting to be connected with you, so
we’ve created some new pages on our website which we hope you all enjoy:
·
Weekly Nourishment for the week’s Gospel and
Homily: https://www.stkevinsparish.org.au/weekly-nourishment/
·
Weekly Newsletter for other ‘stuff’ to
communicate: https://www.stkevinsparish.org.au/weekly-newsletter/
Any additions or suggestions for our online weekly newsletter is very welcomed. There is also
opportunities for you to send us your contact details so we can keep you updated.
We especially encourage everyone to go back to basics, pick up the phone and say “g’day” to
someone.
Our St Kevin’s Parish has been family for nearly 50 years and in these challenging times, family is
so important and key to our belonging. Connect with others and stay safe.
God Bless
Fr Gerry

RE NEWS
By Sonia Costa
Welcome back to school Junior classes. What a wonderful sight it was to see those happy faces bounce
into the playground on Tuesday.

This new banner is hanging in St Kevin’s church. The
words on the banner are a combination of St Charles and
St Kevin’s school 2020 focus. It’s a wonderful example of
inclusiveness and the values that we should live by.
Father Gerry has asked that I remind you of
the parish website which has fabulous
articles, children’s activities and a Weekly
Nourishment link.
Click on the link in the next column and it will
take you directly to St Kevin’s Parish Website
St Kevin's Parish Templestowe

Gospel Reflection by 4/5M
John 11:1-45
“I am the Resurrection and the life”
The sisters Martha and Mary sent this message to Jesus, ‘Lord, the man you love is ill.’ On receiving the message,
Jesus said, ‘This sickness will end not in death but in God’s glory, and through it the Son of God will be glorified.’
Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, yet when he heard that Lazarus was ill he stayed where he was for
two more days before saying to the disciples, ‘Let us go to Judaea.’
On arriving, Jesus found that Lazarus had been in the tomb for four days already. When Martha heard that Jesus had
come she went to meet him. Mary remained sitting in the house. Martha said to Jesus, ‘If you had been here, my
brother would not have died, but I know that even now, whatever you ask of God, he will grant you.’ ‘Your brother’
said Jesus to her ‘will rise again.’ Martha said, ‘I know he will rise again at the resurrection on the last day.’ Jesus
said:
‘I am the resurrection and the life.
If anyone believes in me, even though he dies he will live, and whoever lives and believes in me will never die. Do
you believe this?’ ‘Yes, Lord,’ she said ‘I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, the one who was to come
into this world.’ Jesus said in great distress, with a sigh that came straight from the heart, ‘Where have you put him?’
They said, ‘See how much he loved him!’ But there were some who remarked, ‘He opened the eyes of the blind man,
could he not have prevented this man’s death?’ Still sighing, Jesus reached the tomb: it was a cave with a stone to
close the opening. Jesus said, ‘Take the stone away.’ Martha said to him, ‘Lord, by now he will smell; this is the
fourth day.’ Jesus replied, ‘Have I not told you that if you believe you will see the glory of God?’ So they took away
the stone. Then Jesus lifted up his eyes and said:
‘Father, I thank you for hearing my prayer.
I knew indeed that you always hear me, but I speak for the sake of all these who stand round me, so that they may
believe it was you who sent me.’ When he had said this, he cried in a loud voice, ‘Lazarus, here! Come out!’ The dead
man came out, his feet and hands bound with bands of stuff and a cloth round his face. Jesus said to them, ‘Unbind
him, let him go free.’
Many of the Jews who had come to visit Mary and had seen what he did believed in him.

8th May, 2020
Dear Parents,

Term Two has commenced very differently for each of us. We have needed to adapt to home
learning and remote teaching. One thing we know that has not changed is that the Feast of the
Sacred Heart is fast approaching. We celebrate this feast on Friday 19 th June. During this
unfortunate COVID crisis many more people and families are struggling to put food on their table
due to loss of jobs or a change of income.

We are asking families to donate non-perishable food items
eg: tinned food or packaged food that will be distributed to families in need by the St Vincent de
Paul Society in Collingwood. (Please ensure all products are well within their use by date.)

St Vincent de Paul have also informed us that they are in desperate need of many warm items of
clothing to keep the homeless warm on these cold nights. If you are able to donate one or more of
the following items it would be much appreciated. Some suggestions:







beanie or warm hat (brand new),
warm gloves (brand new),
warm socks (brand new)
warm scarf (brand new)
warm blanket/throw (brand new)
warm jumper/coat (brand new or washed, good quality, second hand jumpers and jackets)

There will be a few labeled boxes in the parent room for you to place your generous items in.
Please feel free to pop something in them when you collect your new learning pack.

Thank you,
Mrs Fulvia Gerosolimo
Social Justice Coordinator & Georgia
(2020 Social Justice Captain)

