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Our theme for this year is

ACT! EMPOWER! FLOURISH!

Dear Parents,
Well three weeks of home learning has been completed and I am sure you are all exhausted trying
to juggle work, young children and learning at home. I know I am - and I’m a teacher. I think I
would prefer to teach a class of 25 children rather than my own two. Don’t get me wrong, I love
them dearly but I spend half my time saying “I hope you don’t do that at school” when they are
twitching and jiggling and chatting and singing when they should be working - and that’s just the
half of what they do! Ahhhhhhh! It certainly has been busy and a very steep learning curve for staff
too. All communication takes so long when we are not all together, but is still so very necessary
when we are planning home learning packs etc. I have never spent so much time on my phone or
on emails and in Google Meets. By the end of the day my phone is flat!
I hope you are all coping - please let us know if there is anything we can support you with as we
continue down this road for at least the next few weeks. We have been given no indication of what
will happen in the foreseeable future other than the Catholic Education Commission of Victoria will
follow the direction of our state premier in regards to decisions
made about schooling during the pandemic.

We hope all our mums have a very Happy Mothers’
Day on Sunday and get spoilt rotten!
Sorry I couldn’t find a picture with the apostrophe in the right place!!!
My understanding is if we are celebrating all mothers, the apostrophe goes after the s. If the
apostrophe is before the s then it is singular - one mother only!
Take it as a personal message to each of you!

Please don’t forget to send us your funny anecdotes or photos from home learning if you have
them and we will include them in the newsletter. See the blurb below:
FUNNY HOME PHOTOS, STORIES AND REFLECTIONS:
If you are able to take some photos of your family undertaking “Home Learning” and are happy to
share a funny story or answer some of the following reflective questions we would love to include
them in our fortnightly newsletter. Here are some questions you could answer:
One thing that is great about doing my school lessons at home…
One thing I do not like about doing my school lessons at home…
One thing about school that I miss…
One question I want to ask my teacher right now is…
One thing I have really learned well this week….
The funniest thing that happened or was said at home this week…
The funniest meme I have seen this week…(make sure it is appropriate for school)
Please email your photos and funny stories, reflections or question answers to Frances on
principal@sktemplestowelr.catholic.edu.au
“Brotherly Love!”
Kate (in prep) and her big
brother doing their home
learning!

Here's a fabulous
example of SEL
work from
Georgia- Senior C
It says "The best
view comes after
the hardest
climb."

Bianca from Senior C made some awesome
Anzac cookies from her reading activity in her
Home Learning Pack. Great job Bianca.

Tiago in Prayer with Mrs
Gerosolimo and his classmates.

All term 2 meetings and events are obviously cancelled and we will share information about what
the remainder of the year looks like once we have it. If you have a question - please do not
hesitate to send me an email or phone the office on 9273 9999.
COLLECTION AND DROP OFF OF HOME LEARNING PACKS:
Families are able to come to the school between the hours of 8.30 and 4.00 p.m. on Fridays to
pick up the home learning pack and drop off the previous week’s work.
(If no-one from your family can get to the school in these hours please send me an email and we
can leave your pack with the after school care program). We were originally doing Thursdays too,
however only 2 - 3 families have taken up this option over the last two weeks so we have decided
to just have the room open on Fridays. If you would still like to pick up your home learning pack on
Thursday please come to the office to collect it. If you send me an email I will have it ready for you
in the office.
To collect your pack please drive into the school yard and park in the car parking spaces along the
rock wall - as there are a small number of children onsite and we do not want any accidents.
Packs will be laid out in the parent room (the ground floor of the admin building next to the uniform
shop). Entry will be via the external playground door. Hand sanitiser will be available and we ask
that you use it upon entry to the school. Only one person will be allowed into the parent room at a
time so please wait outside if someone is already in the room collecting their pack. There will be a
clearly marked file for you to put the completed work into and another clearly marked file
containing your next week’s Home Learning Pack and a workbook.
GOOGLE MEETS AND GOOGLE CLASSROOM:
The year 3 - 6 children have been successfully joining Google Meets with their teachers and
accessing learning via Google Classroom using their school gmail accounts. This will continue as
outlined in the Home Learning Pack each week. The junior level children commenced Google
Meets last week and will now continue to use these to meet up in the morning and for other
learning opportunities.
All classes will be using Google Meets from Week 5 onwards for small focus group teaching
times.
Please remember that your child can have a one on one Google Meet with their teacher if
they are in need of some extra support or help with anything that is not making sense to
them (or you). Sharon and Cassie (our Learning Support Officers) are also available to help
children with their work via a Google Meet if you need it. Please just send an email to your
teacher or one of the LSOs and they will arrange a time to meet with your child individually
to support them with their learning. All Google Meets are recorded to ensure the safety of
all involved. If you do not want your child’s image recorded, you are welcome to turn off
the camera on your device.
LIBRARY BORROWING:
If your child is in need of new reading material please send me an email and I will arrange to meet
you at the school library where you may drop off the books you currently have and borrow some
new ones.
We will need you to return the books you have before we can send home any new books.
Please email me on principal@sktemplestowelr.catholic.edu.au to organise this.
2021 ENROLMENTS:
If you are aware of anyone who has a child starting prep next year please direct them to our
website where they can take a virtual tour of our school and tell them they are very welcome to
phone me for a chat where we can organise a tour for term 3 or an online face to face chat. If you
have a child starting school next year - feel free to access the enrolment form on our website or
send me an email and I can send it to you.

STAFF REFLECTIONS ON LEARNING/TEACHING FROM HOME:

One thing that is great about doing my school lessons at home… is that I get to have my dogs and my
rabbit running around me. They keep me company and if I get stressed I calm down when I pat or play with
them.
One thing I do not like about doing my school lessons at home…is that I miss hearing everyone's stories,
and celebrating new learning success.
One thing about school that I miss…EVERYONE. I miss seeing all the staff and students. I miss laughing
with my class and with the teachers in the staff room.
One thing I have really learned well this week….Google Classrooms. I was really worried that I wouldn't be
able to do it, that I would make mistakes and break things. What I really learnt was when I made a mistake I
learnt something new.
The funniest thing that happened or was said at home this week… On a Google Meet my rabbit jumped up
on to one of my dogs who was asleep, they then chased each other around and pulled my laptop cord.........
luckily I caught my laptop. Did anyone notice this in the Google Meet?

REFLECTIONS ON HOME LEARNING
One thing I do not like about doing my school lessons at home…
* I miss having that interaction with staff and students
One thing about school that I miss…
*the whole community
One thing I want to tell all my students right now is…
*I MISS YOU ALL SO MUCH and hope you are all safe and well xoox
One thing I have really learned well this week….
*I don't know about really well, but I have learnt a lot about Google meet
The funniest meme I have seen this week…

Virtual Staff Meetings – Business as usual (almost)

TERM 3 DATES:
13th July
14th July

Term 3 commences for all students at 8.55 a.m. - we hope!
School Advisory board Meeting 7.30 p.m.

All dates for Term 2 on our school calendar on our website and on our school app have been
postponed or cancelled.
Please make sure you have downloaded our school app as we will use it to send important
notifications and information regarding the current situation and learning at home when needed.
Kindest regards
Frances Matisi
Principal

DON’T FORGET TO FOLLOW US AND LIKE US ON FACEBOOK AND TWITTER!
Our school app is finally up and running on apple devices. If you already had the app you will need to make sure that it
has been updated to the latest version. If you don't already have it you can download it here:
St Kevin's Apple App - https://apps.apple.com/us/app/st-kevins-lower-templestowe/id875118272?ls=1
The app will still continue to work on Android devices.

Year 6 Words of Wisdom
Our Year 6 School Captains would like to share with you some words of wisdom,
ideas and thoughts to help you with your Home Learning.
Marisa - School Captain
Hi everyone, it's Marisa, your School Captain, sending a big shout out to
everyone learning at home or at school.
Give yourselves a big pat on the back for trying a new way of learning during
isolation. It takes courage and patience to give things a shot, so well done and
keep going. A big thank you to our teachers for their support and guidance.
Nexus - School Captain
Hi, everyone, it’s Nexus, your School Captain, I hope everyone is doing well
during this hard time. It’s tough to do learning at home without a teacher so
you should be really proud of yourself for making it through 3 weeks of
learning!
If you ever feel stressed about finishing work then please take a break, you
need to prioritise yourself first! And thank you to the teachers for working
so hard during this difficult time.
Bianca - Performing Arts Captain
Hi everyone, it’s Bianca, your Performing Arts Captain, Just saying why don’t
you get some exercise on “Just Dance” on a video game or on youtube so
you’re not sitting on the computer or on your ipad all day.
Yes, Just Dance is a video game but it gets you moving. Just make sure you're
safe and not annoying your parents too much.

😍

Sienna - Performing Arts Captain
Hi everyone! It's Sienna, your Performing Arts Captain, and if you are bored
at home I have a challenge for you. First try learning a new song that
interests you and no you don't have to be good at singing.
In fact the louder your voice is the more you can annoy everyone. I hope you
guys are staying safe and having fun.

Darcy - Sustainability Captain
Hi everybody, it’s Darcy here.
Don’t catch up with friends, stay at home and stay safe.
Remember to turn off your lights when you don’t need them and remember to
recycle your rubbish.
Here’s my tip for this week:
A hot faucet tap that drips per second can add up to 625 litres a month.
That's more than what people drink in a fortnight.
Georgia - Liturgy and Social Justice Captain
Hi everyone, it is Georgia, your Liturgy and Social Justice Captain. I hope you
are coping well with this new learning environment. Remember to say a prayer
for doctors and nurses who are on the front line. And remember we are going
to get through this together. In the meantime, as busy as you may be, make
sure to spend time with these little guys!

Violet - Sports Captain
Hi everyone, It’s Violet.
Here are my ideas:
 Go for a run
 Do some exercise with your family
 Walk the dog or cat
 If you have a basketball hoop, shoot some baskets
Hamish - Sports Captain
Here are my ideas:






Make sure to get out of the house and get some fresh air and kick the
footy.
You can spend some time inside and build a cubby or play with lego.
You can do an inside workout.
Just because we are in lockdown does not mean we have to stop doing
exercise.🎾

A Word from Father Gerry
Dear Friends
Can you believe it? May! Ooh and a touch of winter!
We wish to warm you with some good fun - in our newsletter, you are bound to get a laugh and a sense
of yes this is true! (https://www.stkevinsparish.org.au/)
We also have further updates on the vandalism in our Church: https://www.stkevinsparish.org.au/weeklynewsletter/
Check out our articles of interest:
"Communication in a Time of Crisis" by Stephanie Dowrick and
"What Will We Do When We Finally Get Back To Our Parishes?" by
Fr Noel Connolly: https://www.stkevinsparish.org.au/interesting-articles/
Thank you to those of you who have checked the link and continue to be part of thanksgiving. Maybe you
are one of the new contributors. Thank you too. Just a reminder, it's as easy as clicking on this link:
https://secure.artezpacific.com/registrant/donate.aspx?eventId=52905&spid=5635874
Or simply click on the link in the website.
If you are still working, and have a connection with St Kevin's (eg through one of our two parish schools),

now would be an important time to start contributing.
We hope that you feel connected.
God bless
Fr Gerry

CSEF – Please note: if you have had a change in circumstances and now have a Healthcare Card you may
be eligible for the CSEF payment.
Criteria is:
Healthcare Card or concession must be valid on first day of Term 2.
Payments amounts for 2020 are:
 $125 per year for eligible primary school students
Payments are made directly to the school and are tied to the student.
 You may be eligible if the parent/carer’s concession card is assessed as valid on the first day of Term 2.
Submitting an application
Each year the CSEF system is open for schools to enter applications from the start of term 1. Parents/carers
wishing to apply for CSEF payments for 2020 must submit their application form to the relevant school before
the last day of term 2.
Application forms
Schools are able to accept and process applications up until the end of term 2 each year.
Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund application form (pdf - 441.28kb)
Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund application form (docx - 246.19kb)

RE NEWS
By Sonia Costa

fabulous articles, children’s activities
and a Weekly Nourishment link.
Click on the link below and it will take
you directly to St Kevin’s Parish
Website
St Kevin's Parish Templestowe

Religious Education Lessons
All Learning At Home packs have
activities related to the Religious
Education Unit of Work that would have
A PRAYER FOR OUR NATIONS DURING
COVID-19
Gracious God,
We give thanks anew for your providence and
presence.
We prayerfully seek your grace, amidst Covid-19
here and overseas.

been covered at school during normal
school hours.
I would encourage you to complete these
activities that the teachers have
prepared for our students.
Hopefully it won’t be too long before we
can be together to celebrate mass and

We pray for those in need of healing.
We pray for your peace with those who are
anxious or grieving.
We pray you will continue to strengthen and
sustain all those
who are serving in response.
We pray for your Holy Spirit’s discernment
amidst the many choices and decisions facing our
national, community and medical leaders.
We pray we each might see quickly
what more we can do to help
those who are vulnerable.
This prayer for our nation in the family of nations,
with all that is
on our hearts, we gather now and
oraye through Jesus Christ or Lord Amen.
Prayer by Rev. Dr Manhong Melissa Lin,
associate general secretary, China
Christian Council:

Father Gerry has asked that I remind
you of the parish website which has

pray in our Welcome Circles.

Important Information on Cyber Safety
Remote learning has brought with it many challenges, not the least
of these is remaining safe online.
Here is some information and advice to help students and families
when learning online.
Technology is a great learning tool, but we need to make sure we are
using it safely and appropriately.
We use our common sense when going online. If it feels right then it probably is, if it feels like
it’s the wrong thing, then it probably is!
We keep our username and password details to ourselves.
We treat others with respect when using technology (anything we write or do online should be
something we’d write or do if our Grandma was watching).
If we find anything rude or inappropriate - we tell a teacher or
our parents straight away.
Anything we write or any photo we post online is public and
permanent.
When in a Google Meet we should:
● Mute our microphone when we are not speaking
●
●
●
●
●
●

Dress appropriately
Sit in a room where you can be seen by others - preferably not a bedroom
Concentrate on the meeting (don’t be eating, drinking or distracted)
Have our required school work nearby (the weekly learning program, workbook etc.)
Only use the Chat box appropriately
Remember that all Google Meets are recorded

And just remember to be a good person when we are online and using technology … and when we
are offline.
If you have any concerns about online behaviour - please contact us here at school (that goes
for parents and families too).

GOSPEL REFLECTION (You will also find this on the Parish website)
FROM MIDDLE C
Jn 10:1-10
A reading from the Holy Gospel according to John
I am the gate of the sheepfold.
Jesus told them this parable but they failed to understand what he meant by telling it to them.
So Jesus spoke to them again:
‘I tell you most solemnly,
I am the gate of the sheepfold.
All others who have come
are thieves and brigands;
but the sheep took no notice of them.
I am the gate.
Anyone who enters through me will be safe:
he will go freely in and out
and be sure of finding pasture.
The thief comes
only to steal and kill and destroy.
I have come
so that they may have life
and have it to the full.’

Student’s response:
Diaz: I thought it was a great story and the shepherd man (Jesus) was a very good man and we
should be more like him.
Kiara: Jesus is like a good shepherd to His sheep, he will look after and protect his people if they
respect him.
Arianna: I think that if you go into Jesus' gate you will stay alive for a long time. But only if you
believe in Him.
Sophia: I think that it means that Jesus will care for people and will make sure they are safe and
that the people that do not care about His message will not be protected.
Bridget: I am very thankful that Jesus sacrificed himself for us and that He is our shepherd.
Susie: I think this story is trying to tell us to obey and follow Jesus and not be like the thieves
mentioned in the scripture.
Michael: Jesus takes care of us like a good shepherd takes care of his sheep.
Conor: Jesus is the Good Shepherd because of how he cares for us, His people.
Poppy: I think the story is saying Jesus cares for everyone and is always there for you.
Gavin: I think the scripture is about Jesus being the shepherd and the people are the sheep and if
Jesus was not there then we would be lost!

Feast of The Sacred Heart
8th May, 2020
Dear Parents,

Term Two has commenced very differently for each of us. We have needed to adapt to home
learning and remote teaching. One thing we know that has not changed is that the Feast of the
Sacred Heart is fast approaching. We celebrate this feast on Friday 19 th June. During this
unfortunate COVID crisis many more people and families are struggling to put food on their table
due to loss of jobs or a change of income.

We are asking families to donate non-perishable food items
eg: tinned food or packaged food that will be distributed to families in need by the St Vincent de
Paul Society in Collingwood. (Please ensure all products are well within their use by date.)

St Vincent de Paul have also informed us that they are in desperate need of many warm items of
clothing to keep the homeless warm on these cold nights. If you are able to donate one or more of
the following items it would be much appreciated. Some suggestions:







beanie or warm hat (brand new),
warm gloves (brand new),
warm socks (brand new)
warm scarf (brand new)
warm blanket/throw (brand new)
warm jumper/coat (brand new or washed, good quality, second hand jumpers and jackets)

There will be a few labeled boxes in the parent room for you to place your generous items in.
Please feel free to pop something in them when you collect your new learning pack.

Thank you,
Mrs Fulvia Gerosolimo
Social Justice Coordinator & Georgia
(2020 Social Justice Captain)

23 April, 2020

Re: How to Explore Doncaster Secondary College During COVID-19

As you are aware, in response to COVID-19 restrictions we are unable to offer tours of
Doncaster Secondary College at this time.
We understand that for some of you, this may cause frustration at a time where you
wish to seek information about the College curriculum, learning environment and
additional activities that can enrich your child’s experience.
To support you through the process of learning more about our College, we have
developed a series of short videos about key areas of interest for prospective parents.
This includes a 3D model walk-through of our new Year 7 Learning Centre that will be
completed later this year. You can also follow our Facebook page for College news.
We encourage you to view our video series about life at Doncaster Secondary
College by visiting our website https://www.doncastersc.vic.edu.au. A pop-up from our
homepage will direct you to the videos, which allow us to share the many pathways to
achievement offered by our College.
If you would like further support, please contact the College on 03 9848 4677 or email
doncaster.sc@education.vic.gov.au to arrange a discussion with a member of our
Principal Team.

Yours sincerely,

ÉVA McMASTER
Principal

