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Our theme for this year is

ACT! EMPOWER! FLOURISH!
WELCOME BACK! - sort of!
In times of crisis we can always turn to God!

Dear Parents,
Hope your family had the chance to rejuvenate over the holidays amidst the restrictions of our current
situation. Here at St Kevin’s we have been working hard to ensure our Term 2 learning program can be
delivered in the best possible way taking into consideration the current limitations. The middle and senior
level children have been trialling using Google Meets and Google Classroom to access their learning and
their teachers. We will be rolling this out to the junior children as of week 3. See below for more
information about the learning program for term 2.
Thanks so much for your emails of support and encouragement - we truly appreciate all you are doing to
educate your children at this difficult time. Please don’t hesitate to call or email if you need anything at all we are very willing to help.
We have a skeleton staff at school each day as per the Catholic education office and Victorian Government
guidelines - but are in constant daily communication with all staff. Each day there is a staff member in the

office, a teacher designated to support the learning of the students onsite and a member of the leadership
team present. Youth Leadership Victoria are providing the staff to directly supervise the children onsite.
All term 2 meetings and events are obviously cancelled and we will share information about what the
remainder of the year looks like once we have it. If you have a question - please do not hesitate to send me
an email or phone the office on 9273 9999.

TERM 2 LEARNING PROGRAM - collection of new packs and drop off of completed work:
On the 23rd and 24th of April we are asking one member of each family to come to the school to pick up
their child/ren’s Week 3 Home Learning Pack and drop off all work that has been completed on paper or in
a workbook. We will provide each child with another workbook so they have something to do their work in
for week 3.

Families will be able to come to the school between the hours of 8.30 and 4.00 p.m. to pick up the Week 3
learning pack and drop off Week 1 and 2 work. (If no-one from your family can get to the school in these
hours please send me an email and we can leave your pack with the after school care program).

To collect your pack please drive into the school yard and park in the car parking spaces along the rock wall
- as there are a small number of children onsite and we do not want any accidents. Packs will be laid out in
the parent room (the ground floor of the admin building next to the uniform shop). Entry will be via the
external playground door. Hand sanitiser will be available and we ask that you use it upon entry to the
school. Only one person will be allowed into the parent room at a time so please wait outside if someone is
already in the room collecting their pack. There will be a clearly marked manilla folder for you to put the
completed work into and another clearly marked manilla folder containing your Week 3 Home Learning
Pack and a workbook.

GOOGLE MEETS AND GOOGLE CLASSROOM:
The year 3 - 6 children have been successfully joining Google Meets with their teachers and accessing
learning via Google Classroom using their school gmail accounts. This will continue as outlined in the Week
3 Home Learning Pack - when you get it!

In order for the Prep - 2 children to do the same we will send home some information in the Week 3 Home
Learning Pack that explains how to access your child’s email and accept the invitations to join Google
Classrooms and Google Meets. It is important to know that children will only be able to access Google
meets using their school gmail accounts - parents accounts will not work. All correspondence about the
learning program and scheduled Google Meet sessions will be sent via your child’s school gmail account
from Week 3 onwards. Staff cannot access the office system from their homes and are therefore unable
to send group emails to parents. They can contact parents via email individually only.
All Google Meets will be recorded and stored at school so if you do not want your child’s image recorded
you are welcome to turn off the camera on your device.

LIBRARY BORROWING:
If your child is in need of new reading material please send me an email and I will arrange to meet you at
the school library where you may drop off the books you currently have and borrow some new ones.

We will need you to return the books you have before we can send home any new books.
Please email me on principal@sktemplestowelr.catholic.edu.au to organise this.
NAPLAN 2020:
We have been advised that the NAPLAN tests that our year 3 and year 5 children would normally
undertake in May have been cancelled this year due to Covid 19 - Coronavirus.
2021 ENROLMENTS:
If you are aware of anyone who has a child starting prep next year please direct them to our website where
they can take a virtual tour of our school and tell them they are very welcome to phone me for a chat
where we can organise a tour for term 3 or an online face to face chat. If you have a child starting school
next year - feel free to access the enrolment form on our website or send me an email and I can send it to
you.

STAFF REFLECTIONS ON LEARNING/TEACHING FROM HOME:
Reflections from Mr. Mullavey
One thing that is great about remote learning is that I get an extra 30 minutes of sleep in the mornings.
One thing I do not like about remote learning is
that if I am at home I will get distracted easily
and want to play with Patrick.
(Teaching Patrick about social distancing!)
One thing about school that I miss is no Running
Club on Thursday mornings.
One question I want to ask my students right
now is - What did you do to celebrate Easter this
year? And did you eat as much chocolate as I
did?
The funniest thing that happened or was said at
home this week - Patrick is obsessed with roller
doors, so every night we go for a walk and check
out all the roller doors in Thornbury! Patrick points at the door and I have to say the colour of the door …
and we can’t move on until I do!

Our committed deputy principal, ensuring our dress standards do not
slip during this time of home learning. You should have seen the suits
he wore on Tuesday and Wednesday!!!!!!! Absolute fashionista!!!!

REFLECTIONS ON HOME LEARNING IN MITCHAM!

My dear husband sent me the following email in the first week of
home learning:
“The kids are wearing their masks and staying safe whilst learning at
home and the cellar isn’t empty...YET!”
These are the pictures that came with the email:

Aidan

Kieran

One thing that is great about home learning is I do not have to shout at the kids to hurry up and get ready
for school every morning.
One thing I do not like about home learning is spending half the weekend trying to finish the tasks with my
boys that they didn’t get done during the week.
One thing about school that I miss is the children - it is very strange here at school without you guys!
One question I want to ask right now is - what will be different forever because of this time?
One thing I have really learned well this week is how amazing the staff at St Kevin’s is - so supportive, so
hardworking, so willing to have a go at new things and not give up if it doesn’t work the first time, so
determined to find a way to do the best job they can for the kids at our school.

The funniest thing that happened this week was that Mr Mullavey
came to school in a different suit each day - and they weren’t just
your regular run of the mill suits. One was brown plaid, one was a
blue dinner suit with a lovely black velvet collar and one was a
James Bond dinner suit complete with white jacket and bow tie!!!!!
He always makes us laugh when we need it.
The funniest meme I have seen this week was:

FUNNY HOME PHOTOS, STORIES AND REFLECTIONS:
If you are able to take some photos of your family undertaking “Home Learning” and are happy to share a
funny story or answer some of the following reflective questions we would love to include them in our
fortnightly newsletter. Here are some questions you could answer:
One thing that is great about doing my school lessons at home…
One thing I do not like about doing my school lessons at home…
One thing about school that I miss…
One question I want to ask my teacher right now is…
One thing I have really learned well this week….
The funniest thing that happened or was said at home this week…
The funniest meme I have seen this week…(make sure it is appropriate for school)
Please email your photos and funny stories, reflections or question answers to Frances on
principal@sktemplestowelr.catholic.edu.au

TERM 3 DATES:
13th July

Term 3 commences for all students at 8.55 a.m. - we hope!

14th July

School Advisory board Meeting 7.30 p.m.

All dates for Term 2 on our school calendar on our website and on our school app have
been postponed or cancelled.
Please make sure you have downloaded our school app as we will use it to send
important notifications and information regarding the current situation and learning at
home.

All school dates are available on our school calendar on our website and on our school
app. Please make sure you have downloaded our school app as we use it to send
reminders and last minute details/changes for events to all families.
DON’T FORGET TO FOLLOW US AND LIKE US ON FACEBOOK AND TWITTER!
Our school app is finally up and running on apple devices. If you already had the app you will need to make sure that it
has been updated to the latest version. If you don't already have it you can download it here:
St Kevin's Apple App - https://apps.apple.com/us/app/st-kevins-lower-templestowe/id875118272?ls=1
The app will still continue to work on Android devices.

Kindest regards
Frances Matisi
Principal
A Message from our PFA President – Fiona M
Here is a lovely letter we received from Roly - the owner of Baker's Delight Macedon Plaza:
Hi Fiona,
Just a quick hello and to thank you for the tremendous work you do for the school. I hope we can continue to support
the school during these tough times. If there is anything we can do please let me know and we will do our best (eg we
are still good for lunch orders for those kids attending school where parents cannot provide lunch). I also wanted to
mention, that should a child “forget” their lunch on any particular day, please have one of the teachers come to the
bakery and show their ID and they can have a “lunch pack” at absolutely no cost… we just need to make sure they
show their ID so that we can be assured it is genuine.

I also wanted to thank the community for supporting Bakers Delight Macedon Plaza. We stayed open (as we are
classified as an essential service) and the community supported us by continuing to buy products from us. We
maintained our revenue during this time and hopefully we can continue this so that we can keep our employees. Many
other bakeries have not been able to continue due to the massive reduction in sales.

So thank you again. Your support and hard work is greatly appreciated.

A Word from Father Gerry
Dear Friends
https://www.stkevinsparish.org.au/
Oh boy! Home schooling, home office, home everything in these isolating days.
We are grateful that you are reading this St Kevin's Parish attempt to keep us connected in the meantime.
Each week, we shall have some material that offers you just that - CONNECTION.
Of particular interest may be the family material which you will find under "Children's Gospel Reflections" (look for
some great ideas for your children).
For encouragement - do read "What If" (see below) and in this children's section also.
Our Articles of Interest will again get you thinking:
* Cristy Clark - "When Normal Returns What Do We Want It To Be?" A thought provoking article.
* John Dwyer (Immunologist, Emeritus Professor of Medicine, University of New South Wales) - "How Far Do We Ease
Social Distancing And When Should We?"
https://www.facebook.com/stkevinstemplestowe/
If you are on Facebook - "Follow" the parish on Facebook for regular posts or go to Facebook and search for
Templestowe Catholic Parish.
Let's keep smiling and caring for each other!
God bless
Fr Gerry McKernan

WHAT IF!
So some formal classroom lessons have been cancelled, and students have missed weeks of education. Many
people are concerned about students falling behind because of this. Yes, they may fall behind when it comes to
classroom education…
But what if…
What if instead of falling “behind”, this group of kids are ADVANCED because of this?
What if they have more empathy, they enjoy family connection, they can be more creative and entertain
themselves, they love to read, they love to express themselves in writing.
What if they enjoy the simple things, like their own back garden and sitting near a window in the quiet.
What if they notice the birds and the dates the different flowers emerge, and the calming renewal of a gentle
rain shower?
What if this generation are the ones to learn to cook, organise their space, do their laundry and keep a well run
home?
What if they learn to stretch a dollar and to live with less?
What if they learn to plan shopping trips and meals at home?
What if they learn the value of eating together as a family and finding the good to share in the small delights of
the everyday?
What if they are the ones to place great value on our teaches and educational professionals, librarians, public
servants and the previously invisible essential support workers like truck drivers, grocers, cashiers, custodians,
logistics and health care workers and their supporting staff, just to name a few of the millions taking care of us
right now while we are sheltered in place?
What if among these children, a great leader emerges who had the benefit of a slower pace and a simpler life to
truly learn what really matters in this life?
What if they are AHEAD?
Contributed by Filbert Bacus

RE NEWS
By Sonia Costa

This National Day of Remembrance, held annually on 25 April in Australia and New Zealand, is a
day on which we honour all Australians and New Zealanders who served and died in wars,
conflicts and peacekeeping operations, and remember the contribution and suffering of all who
have served.
“They shall not grow old as we that are left grow old.
Age shall not weary them nor the years condemn.
At the going down of the sun and in the morning, we shall remember them.
Lest we forget”.

As we mark ANZAC Day 2020, we pray for an end to all conflicts and war everywhere and for
peace in our world.
A PRAYER FOR PEACE
God of Peace, may we become peacemakers by
feeding the hungry,
welcoming the stranger,
planting kindness and nurturing peace wherever we are.
God of Justice, may we become justice makers by
sharing goodwill,
upholding the rights of all beings,
sharing our gifts and nurturing justice wherever we are.
We pray for these things with humility, because of the hope that is within us,
and because of our faith in the ultimate triumph of the good over bad.
We pray because of our love for Creation and because of our trust in a loving God.
Above all, we pray for an end to violence, and for peace throughout the world. Amen

